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SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS A-73-44 QL 45 

A Cessna model 2lOG, N6801R, crashed near Solvzng, California, on 
March 31, 1973, while executing a VOR approach t o  the Santa Ynez, 
California, Airport. Although the National Transpo'rtation Safety 
Board's investigation has not proceeded t o  the Wimt where the  
probable cause can be established, we have ident i f ied turbulence and 
downdrafts as causal areas. 

The Gaviota VOR (GVO) i s  the  facil.it:{ upon vhich t h i s  approach i s  
based. The s ta t ion  is located on a steep ridge a t  an elevation of 
2,620 f ee t  m.s.1. The 
f i n a l  approach course of 354" magnetic i s  v i r tua l ly  perpendicular t o  the 
ridge, and the minimum a l t i t ude  at  the s t a t ion  i s  3,300 f e e t  m.s.l . ,  
or  680 f e e t  above ground level .  

The ridge is oriented i n  an east-west direction. 

!&e topography of the approach i s  such tha t  my northerly o r  
southerly winds of 30 knots o r  more would create strong l e e  side down- 
drafts and turbulence. Statements of p i lo t s  who me  f a m i l i a r  with the 
area and the approach have confirmed tha t  these cmditions are f a i r l y  
coinmon 
s tat ion.  Further substant ia t ion of these conditions i s  found i n  the 
postaccident Fl ight  Inspection Report of the Los .bqe les ,  California,  
Fl ight  Inspection D i s t r i c t  Office 
WIG-GADO-1'7, dated December lo,, 1969, requesting that the minimum 
a l t i tude  over GVO be raised. 

and are  generally associated w i t h  cloud comr i n  the  area of t,he 

and a recommend&i,on from the Chief, 
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Honorable Alexander P. But terf ie ld  

The qafety Board believes t h a t  the topography cmd t 
procedures have created an acciden 
t h a t  the current approach should b 
t o  the S m t a  Ynez Airport based on another f a c i l i t y ,  e.g. 
California, VORTAC, should be developed. 

A new approach would represent t he  
In the  event t h a t  abandonment of the approach i s  not feas ib le  
a l ternat ively,  t ha t  the minimum a l t i t ude  at the VOR be raised 
a minimum t e r r a i n  clearance OF 1,000 fee  
t e r r a i n  i n  the v i c in i ty  of the GVO VOR 
terrain"  as s e t  fo r th  i n  the TERES 
would be ju s t i f i ed  pursuant t o  the 
manual 0 

We a l s o  believe t h a t  i f  the current approach remains 1 
approach p la tes  should be annotated t o  warn airmen tha t  turbule 
dbwndrafts can be experienced i n  the v i c in i ty  of ths  GVO VOR. 
should be done even though the minimum a l t i t ude  at  W0 is r a i s e  

Therefore, the Safety Board recommends tha t  the Fe 
Administration: 

1. Preferably, replace the presently approved 
approach a t  the Santa 
using another f a c i l i t y  or, alternatively,  r a i se  
minimum s ta t ion  crossing a l t i t ude  of  the W O  VOR 
approach t o  prmide  a t  l e a s t  1,000 feet. t e r r a in  
clearance a t  the s t a t ion .  

2. Require annotation of 
plates  t o  warn airmen of the i ikeiihcod of t u  
and downdrafts i n  the 

Members of Bureau of Aviation Safety w i l l  be 
t i on  i n  t h i s  matter i f  desired.  

These recommendations w i l l  be released t o  the  p 
date shown above. 
document should be made pr ior  t o  that date .  

No public dissem 

Reed, Chairman, McAdams, Thaye 
the above recommendations. Burgess, Member 


